How to develop ideas and write lyrics for songs
If you find it hard to develop ideas to create good lyrics for songs, you might use the following questions as the beginning of your strategy:

· What do you want to say?

· What moods does the song convey?

· What story could you tell that conveys this mood?

If you don't know what you want to say or write about, starting with listening to the instrumental version of your song is a good place to begin with. Observe how you feel during listening to the piece; does it make you pensive? Do you feel like wanting to dance to the tune, making party? To you want to smash something?

Once you've observed the general mood the song is causing in you, start to think about a past experience where you've felt this way. When you have captured this moment in your mind, you have already a story you can elaborate on in your lyrics. 

In case you don't have had an past experience where you were in this mood – or don't want to use it for whatever reasons – you have surely heard of someone who felt this way, either from someone you know, or someone you saw on TV or read about in the newspaper. It even could be a historical person. So no matter how the song makes you feel, you might be able to recall some story that matches this feeling.

Developing your story
Now that you have an past experience, a story of someone else or some event of past or present that you want to use, it is time to put it into a written form. You can do so either directly, or indirectly by using metaphors to describe the essential core of the story without naming the specific example. The goal of the later is, to write the song in a way that is applicable to many other examples, that have their root in the same basic circumstance, so that a lot of people can identify themselves with the story, who weren't part of the original incidence you had in mind.

Once you have chosen how you want to address your story – if you want to be vague, name the issue directly, keep it general, etc... - you can now decide which perspective you want to take in the story; do you want to talk about yourself, someone else, about a group, to a group, or to a specific person. This might already be directed by your story, but I want to bring your attention to it.

Going from a story to lyrics
To make your story singable there are a few concepts to keep in mind. First of all you need to match the length and speaking rhythm of your lines to the song. You also want to have a hook or chorus that summarizes or emphasizes the most essential mood or piece of your story and is memorable, so that the audience can catch it up quickly.

You also want to find rhymes to words that fit into the mood and your story. Online rhyme machines are very helpful for this. You can use rhyme schemes at the end of every line, but also in the middle or beginning of lines. 

Using repetitions to make your lyrics more memorable
To develop ideas further you can use repetitions on the beginning of your lines. This will also make it much easier to remember the lyrics for you as well as for the audience. There are different options to do this. For example you can have the same beginning words in two lines that follow each other. You can also use the same beginning of lines of one verse and use them for the next verse.

You can use the same tool the other way around, by using repetitions on the end or in the middle of lines. They work really well to make your lyrics memorable, especially if you repeat them at the same place in different verses.

I'll give you a short example here of an excerpt I have written, to show you how to apply and mix these variations with each other. I've marked the repetitions of words in the beginning of lines with green, in the middle with red and at at the end of lines with blue:

You use to be so lonely

far away from being boldly

to let off and live your yearning

something you need to be learning

Imprisoned are your dreams

you're the only one who redeems

their voices to be heard

if you don't listen they are blurred
Imprisoned is your soul

if you don't reach out for your goal

some voices want to keep you

from what you know is true

You use to be so fearful

can't you see that they are mere dull

fantasies that want to be heard

if you don't listen they are blurred
Now it is your turn to apply this strategy I've shared with you. I am Marco von Baumbach and teaching guitar in Wuppertal; Germany. You can contact me on the page Gitarrenunterricht in Wuppertal
